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My father remained at his post during the winter of 1795-
96; and, indeed, every winter thereafter for two or three
years. Several members of our family were born there,—
Joseph, Louis, Amable, Charles, Nicholas and Peter. Each
spring, after packing up the winter’s peltries and buying all
the maple sugar obtainable from the Indians,' father would
start out with his family and goods on his return to Mack-
inaw, after leaving a clerk in charge of the post, to superin-
tend the planting of potatoes and corn and the purchase of
what were called “summer” furs. These were the “red
skin,” or summer skin, of the deer; this was the only sum-
mer fur that was good for anything, for all other animals
shed their hair during that season. Upon his return down
the lake, father would stop at his various jack-knife posts
and collect their furs and maple sugar, and often relieve the
men stationed there, by substituting others for them. This
trip to Mackinaw would, with fair weather, take about a
month. He would set out on his return, in August, distrib-
uting goods to the lake-shore posts, and stay at Milwaukee
until May again. Thus, he did not abandon any of his
posts; he was not doing a roving business, but was in pos-
session of the establishments the entire time.

Still in general charge of the lake-shore posts, but no$ per-
sonally supplying them, he was ordered to the Fox-Wiscon-
sin portage in 1797 or 1798, and thither he went with his
family, remaining there in the fur company’s behalf for two
or three seasons.” Then he returned to Milwaukee and re-
sumed his former mode of life there,—going to either Mack-

! For account of sugar-making among Indians, see Schoolcraft’s Hist.
ete., Indian Tribes of U. S,, ii., p. 55.— Eb.

*Ido not find elsewhere any reference to Jacques Vieau being stationed
at the Fox-Wisconsin portage, but the narrator is positive on this score.
From 1812 to 1818, approximately, Francis le Roy, the elder Vieau’sbrother-
in-law, had a transportation plant there. It will be seen from Antoine
le Clair’s statement, post, that the Le Clairs arrived at Milwaukee river in
1800 and found no white man there, except Mirandeau, the blacksmith.
The Vieaus were doubtless at the Portage,at the time. The narrator does
nof know when his family returned to Milw:«iukee, but it was doubtless not
earlier than 1802, — Ep.



